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The year is 1909. A motley crew of explorers and vagabonds sets sail for Antarctica aboard the

Mystery. The voyage south is long and hard, and tensions between the crew members are severe.

Breaking new ground, they set out to conquer the great South Pole. But they do not make it all the

way. Instead, they must retreat for their lives. And so begins a year-long trek back to civilization,

with every day bringing new risk and new adventure.
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And also an awful lot of fun for this adult!Exactly the kind of story I loved as a child, and still love

now - kids out in the adult-world braving themselves against nature and most importantly, against

their own fears and insecurities. The story is, of course, exciting - a trip to Antarctica in 1909 when

such trips were not so easy. The author's realistic use of marine language, situations, and

technology of the time adds to the authenticity of the story.What I appreciate so much about it, and

what always drew me in as a child to stories like these, is that the youth in the story are not just

helpless ignorant children, nor are they brainy super-kids that never seem to be wrong. They are

very real teens - struggling with who they are and with their family and who and what is their sense

of authority. In the course of the story, they learn and grow. Yes, they end up sometimes saving the

day, but not in a trite way - when they save the day it is because they have grown past a fear, or

grown into a sense of confidence in their own self, and taken a big psychological chance by

expressing their authority, and that makes the situation real to the reader, and also shows the



reader, especially the children readers for whom the book is intended, that what they are

experiencing in their lives is real, and scary, and sometimes terrible, but that they can grow beyond

it, and they can have hope that they will go beyond who they are now. Giving youth a sense of

hope, and a sense that they are smart enough and good enough to make it in the world, and also

showing them they will learn and grow into adulthood is so important, and books like this are great

helpers.
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